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Provider Alert

To: Sharp Health Plan Providers and Provider Office Staff

From: Sharp Health Plan

Date: March 20, 2026

Subject: All Plan Letter 25-021 - Implementation of Senate Bill 729 (2024) - REVISED (2.23.26)

Attention Provider Partners,

The Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC) has issued APL 25-021 to provide health plans
with guidance regarding the implementation of Senate Bill (SB) 729 (Menjivar, 2024). SB 729
originally carried an effective date of July 1, 2025, which was later delayed to January 1, 2026,
pursuant to Assembly Bill 116.

The revised APL 25-021 clarifies coverage requirements for fertility services, for all large groups, and
for small groups that choose to offer this coverage through health plans in California. The APL
specifies lifetime limits for certain infertility services for large group products. Small group products
may not impose any lifetime limits for the specified infertility services. The revision clarifies that
plans may arrange storage of eggs, sperm, and embryos at cryopreservation facilities, including out-
of-state vendors, if specific conditions are met. The APL defines key terms, outlines covered
benefits—including limits on retrievals and rules governing the storage of genetic material—and
sets standards for determining medical necessity based on ASRM clinical guidelines. The guidance
also addresses coverage for donor and surrogate services, establishes procedures for
cryopreservation and storage, and outlines plan responsibilities when enrollees change coverage.

Sharp Health Plan’s current infertility policy has been updated and can be viewed on Sharp Health
Plan’s provider portal at www.sharphealthplan.com/login. To view APL 25-021, you can visit
www.dmhc.ca.gov or https://bit.ly/4rN6PVK.

Best regards,

Sharp Health Plan

Provider Account Management
provider.relations@sharp.com

Tel: 1-858-499-8330 | Fax: 1-858-303-9049
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